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dressing-room within her bed-chamber, where she
was in her morning loose garment, her maids
combing her, newly out of bed, his Majesty and
the gallants standing about her ; but that which
engaged-my curiosity, was the rich and splendid
furniture of this woman's apartment, now twice
or thrice pulled down and rebuilt to satisfy her
prodigal and expensive pleasures, whilst her
Majesty does not exceed some gentlemen's ladies
hi furniture and accommodation. Here I saw
the new fabric of French tapestry, for design,
tenderness of work, and incomparable imitation
of the best paintings, beyond anything I had
ever beheld. Some pieces had Versailles, St.
Germains, and other palaces of the French King,
with huntings, figures, and landscapes, exodc
fowls, and all to the life rarely done. Then for
Japan cabinets, skreens, pendule clocks, great
vases of wrought plate, tables, stands, chimney-
furniture, sconces, branches, braseras etc., all of
massy silver and out of number, besides some of
her Majesty's best paintings." And then, as if
suddenly remembering himself, he adds : c* What
contentment can there be in the riches and
splendour of this world, purchased with vice and
dishonour ? " But such qualms as these were not
of a kind to trouble the Duchess's conscience.
Nothing mattered to her so long as she kept a
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